Until recently the systematics of the Skeneidae (type species Skenea serpuloides Montagu, 1808) has been solely based on shell characters, radula details and external morphology. However, methodological progress (e.g. SEM) and preliminary anatomical data suggest that this vetigastropod group represents a polyphyletic, "skeneimorph" assemblage. Serial semithin sectioning combined with computer-aided 3D-reconstruction permits the detailed anatomical investigation of such small (1-3 mm), helicoid gastropods.
Introduction
Since the erection of the taxon Skeneidae Clarke, 1858 numerous species have been formally described in this family, which usually is referred to Trochoidea within Vetigastropoda (e.g., Hickman & McLean 1990) . With the exploration of the deep sea inhabitants, especially sunken wood associations and the hydrothermal vent fauna, a series of new genera were added to this family in recent decades
